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IV. NATIONAL PRESERVES

1. Bering Land Bridge

PUBLIC LAW 96-487—DEC. 2, 1980

Public Law 96-487
96th Congress
An Act

To provide for the designation and conservation of certain public lands in the
State of Alaska, including the designation of units of the National Park,
National Wildlife Refuge, National Forest, National Wild and Scenic Rivers,
and National Wilderness Preservation Systems, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. This Act may be cited as the “Alaska National Interest
Lands Conservation Act”.

* * * * * * *

TITLE II—-NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM
ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW AREAS

SEc. 201. The following areas are hereby established as units of
the National Park System and shall be administered by the
Secretary under the laws governing the administration of such lands
and under the provisions of this Act:

* * * * * * *

(2) Bering Land Bridge National Preserve, containing
approximately two million four hundred and fifty-seven
thousand acres of public land, as generally depicted on map
numbered BELA-90,005, and dated October 1978. The preserve
shall be managed for the following purposes, among others: To
protect and interpret examples of arctic plant communities,
volcanic lava flows, ash explosions, coastal formations, and other
geologic processes; to protect habitat for internationally
significant populations of migratory birds; to provide for
archeological and paleontological study, in cooperation with
Native Alaskans, of the process of plant and animal migration,
including man, between North America and the Asian
Continent; to protect habitat or, and populations of, fish and
wildlife including, but not limited to, marine mammals,
brown/grizzly bears, moose, and wolves; subject to such
reasonable regulations as the Secretary may prescribe, to
continue reindeer grazing use, including necessary facilities and
equipment, within the areas which on January 1, 1976, were
subject to reindeer grazing permits, in accordance with sound
range management practices; to protect the viability of
subsistence resources; and in a manner consistent with the
foregoing, to provide for outdoor recreation and environ-
mental education activities including public access for recre-
ational purposes to the Serpentine Hot Springs area. The
Secretary shall permit the continuation of customary patterns
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and modes of travel during periods of adequate snow cover
within a one-hundred-foot right-of-way along either side of
an existing route from Deering to the Taylor Highway,
subject to such reasonable regulations as the Secretary
may promulgate to assure that such travel is consistent
with the foregoing purposes.

* * * * * * *

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

SEC. 203. Subject to valid existing rights, the Secretary shall
administer the lands, waters, and interests therein added to
existing areas or established by the foregoing sections of this title as
new areas of the National Park System, pursuant to the provisions
of the Act of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), as amended and
supplemented (16 U.S.C. 1 et seq.), and, as appropriate, under
section 1313 and the other applicable provisions of this Act:
Provided, however, That hunting shall be permitted in areas
designated as national preserves under the provisions of this Act.
Subsistence uses by local residents shall be allowed in national
preserves and, where specifically permitted by this Act, in national
monuments and parks. Lands, waters, and interests therein
withdrawn or reserved for the former Katmai and Glacier Bay
National Monuments are hereby incorporated within and made a
part of Katmai National Park or Glacier Bay National Park, as
appropriate. Any funds available for the purposes of such
monuments are hereby made available for the purposes of Katmai
National Park and Preserve or Glacier Bay National Park and
Preserve, as appropriate. Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no fees shall be charged for entrance or admission to any unit
of the National Park System located in Alaska.

* * * * * * *

WITHDRAWAL FROM MINING

SEC. 206. Subject to valid existing rights, and except as
explicitly provided otherwise in this Act, the Federal lands within
units of the National Park System established or expanded by or
pursuant to this Act are hereby withdrawn from all forms of
appropriation or disposal under the public land laws, including
location, entry, and patent under the United States mining laws,
disposition under the mineral leasing laws, and from future
selections by the State of Alaska and Native Corporations.

* * * * * * *

TITLE XI—TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITY SYSTEMS IN
AND ACROSS, AND ACCESS INTO, CONSERVATION SYSTEM
UNITS

*

* * * * * *

ADMINISTRATION OF NATIONAL PRESERVES

SEC. 1313. A National Preserve in Alaska shall be administered
and managed as a unit of the National Park System in the same
manner as a national park except as otherwise provided in this Act
and except that the taking of fish and wildlife for sport purposes
and subsistence uses, and trapping shall be allowed in a national
preserve under applicable State and Federal law and regulation.
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Consistent with the provisions of section 816, within national
preserves the Secretary may designate zones where and periods
when no hunting, fishing, trapping, or entry may be permitted for
reasons of public safety, administration, floral and faunal
protection, or public use and enjoyment. Except in emergencies, any
regulations prescribing such restrictions relating to hunting,
fishing, or trapping shall be put into effect only after consultation
with the appropriate State agency having responsibility over
hunting, fishing, and trapping activities.

* * * * * * *

Approved December 2, 1980.

NOTE: For further administrative provisions applicable to this
park, see the Appendix for the complete text of the law.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:
HOUSE REPORT No. 96-97, pt. | (Comm. on Interior and Insular Affairs) and
pt. I (Comm. on Merchant Marine and Fisheries).
SENATE REPORT No. 96-413 (Comm. on Energy and Natural Resources).
CONGRESIONAL RECORD:
Vol. 125 (1979): May 4, 10, 15, 16 considered and passed House.
Vol. 126 (1980): July 21-25, Aug. 4, 5, 18, 19, considered and passed
Senate, amended.
Nov. 12, House concurred in Senate amendment.
WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS:
Vol. 16, No. 49 (1980): December 2, Presidential statement.
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2. Big Thicket
PUBLIC LAW 98-489—O0CT. 17, 1984

Public Law 98-489
98th Congress
An Act

To provide for the acquisition of a visitor contact and administrative site for the
Big Thicket National Preserve in the State of Texas.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That (a) subsection
(c) of the first section of the Act entitled “An Act to authorize the
establishment of the Big Thicket National Preserve in the State of
Texas, and for other purposes”, approved October 11, 1974 (16
U.S.C. 698), is amended by inserting after the first sentence the
following new sentence: “The Secretary may also acquire, by any of
the above methods, approximately 15 acres of land outside of the
boundaries of the preserve in the vicinity of the intersection of
United States Highway 69 and State Farm-Market Road 420, in
Hardin County, Texas, for purposes of a visitor contact and
administrative site.”.

(b) Section 6 of such Act is amended by inserting at the end
thereof the following new sentence: “Effective October 1, 1984, there
is authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary for
the acquisition of the visitor contact and administrative site
referred to in subsection (c) of the first section of this Act.”.

Approved October 17, 1984,

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.R. 5631:
HOUSE REPORT No. 98-957 (Comm. on Interior and Insular Affairs).
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. Vol. 130 ( 1984):

Aug. 6, considered and passed House.

Oct. 3, considered and passed Senate.
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Public Law 96-487
96th Congress
An Act

To provide for the designation and conservation of certain public lands in the
State of Alaska, including the designation of units of the National Park,
National Wildlife Refuge, National Forest, National Wild and Scenic Rivers,
and National Wilderness Preservation Systems, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled,
SEcCTION 1. This Act may be cited as the “Alaska National Interest
Lands Conservation Act”.

* * * * * * *

TITLE II—-NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM
ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW AREAS

SEc. 201. The following areas are hereby established as units of
the National Park System and shall be administered by the
Secretary under the laws governing the administration of such lands
and under the provisions of this Act:

* * * * * * *

(8)(a) Noatak National Preserve, containing approximately
six million four hundred and sixty thousand acres of public lands,
as generally depicted on map numbered NOAT-90,004, and dated
July 1980. The preserve shall be managed for the following
purposes, among others: To maintain the environmental integrity
of the Noatak River and adjacent uplands within the preserve in
such a manner as to assure the continuation of geological and
biological processes unimpaired by adverse human activity; to
protect habitat for, and populations of, fish and wildlife, including
not limited to caribou, grimly bears, Dall sheep, moose, wolves,
and for waterfowl, raptors, and other species of birds; to protect
archeological resources; and inamanner consistent with the
foregoing, to provide opportunities for scientific research. The
Secretary may establish a board consisting of scientists and other
experts in the field of arctic research in order to assist him in the
encouragement and administration of research efforts within the
preserve.

(b) All lands located east of centerline of the main channel of
the Noatak River which are—

(1) within

(A) any area withdrawn under the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act for selection by the village of
Noatak, and

(B) any village deficiency withdrawal under section
11(a)(3)(A) of such Act which is adjacent to the area
described in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph,

(2) adjacent to public lands within a unit of the National

Park System as designated under this Act, and

(3) not conveyed to such Village or other Native Corporation

before the final conveyance date, shall, on such final
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conveyance date, be added to and included within,
the adjacent unit of the National Park System
(notwithstanding the applicable acreage specified in this
paragraph) and manage in the manner provided in the
foregoing provisions of this paragraph. For purposes of
the preceding sentence the term “final conveyance date”
means the date of the conveyance of lands under the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, or by operation
of this Act, to the Village of Noatak, or to any other
Native Corporation which completes the entitlement
of such Village or other Corporation to conveyance of
lands from the withdrawals referred to in subparagraph

).

* * * * * * *

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

SEC. 203. Subject to valid existing rights, the Secretary shall
administer the lands, waters, and interests therein added to
existing areas or established by the foregoing sections of this title as
new areas of the National Park System, pursuant to the provisions
of the Act of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), as amended and
supplemented (16 U.S.C. 1 et seq.), and, as appropriate, under
section 1313 and the other applicable provisions of this Act:
Provided, however, That hunting shall be permitted in areas
designated as national preserves under the provisions of this Act.
Subsistence uses by local residents shall be allowed in national
preserves and, where specifically permitted by this Act, in national
monuments and parks. Lands, waters, and interests therein
withdrawn or reserved for the former Katmai and Glacier Bay
National Monuments are hereby incorporated within and made a
part of Katmai National Park or Glacier Bay National Park, as
appropriate. Any funds available for the purposes of such
monuments are hereby made available for the purposes of Katmai
National Park and Preserve or Glacier Bay National Park and
Preserve, as appropriate. Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no fees shall be charged for entrance or admission to any unit
of the National Park System located in Alaska.

* * * * * * *
WITHDRAWAL FROM MINING

SEC. 206. Subject to valid existing rights, and except as
explicitly provided otherwise in this Act, the Federal lands within
units of the National Park System established or expanded by or
pursuant to this Act are hereby withdrawn from all forms of
appropriation or disposal under the public land laws, including
location, entry, and patent under the United States mining laws,
disposition under the mineral leasing laws, and from future
selections by the State of Alaska and Native Corporations.

* * * * * * *
TITLE VII-NATIONALWILDERNESS PRESERVATION
SYSTEM

DESIGNATION OF WILDERNESS WITHIN NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM

SEC. 701. In accordance with subsection 3(c) of the Wilderness
Act (78 Stat. 892), the public lands within the boundaries depicted
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as “Proposed Wilderness” on the maps referred to in sections 201
and 202 of this Act are hereby designated as wilderness, with the
nomenclature and approximate acreage as indicated below:

* * * * * * *

(7) Noatak Wilderness of approximately five million eight
hundred thousand acres, and
* * * *

* * *

ADMINISTRATION

SEC. 707. Except as otherwise expressly provided for in this Act
wilderness designated by this Act shall be administered in accord-
ance with applicable provisions of the Wilderness Act governing
areas designated by that Act as wilderness, except that any
reference in such provisions to the effective date of the Wilderness
Act shall be deemed to be a reference to the effective date of this
Act, and any reference to the Secretary of Agriculture for areas
designated in sections 701 and 702 shall, as applicable, be deemed
to be a reference to the Secretary of the Interior.

* * * * * * *

TITLE XI—TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITY SYSTEMS IN
AND ACROSS, AND ACCESS INTO, CONSERVATION SYSTEM
UNITS

*

* * *

ADMINISTRATION OF NATIONAL PRESERVES

* * *

SEC. 1313. A National Preserve in Alaska shall be administered
and managed as a unit of the National Park System in the same
manner as a national park except as otherwise provided in this Act
and except that the taking of fish and wildlife for sport purposes
and subsistence uses, and trapping shall be allowed in a national
preserve under applicable State and Federal law and regulation.
Consistent with the provisions of section 816, within national
preserves the Secretary may designate zones where and periods
when no hunting, fishing, trapping, or entry may be permitted for
reasons of public safety, administration, floral and faunal
protection, or public use and enjoyment. Except in emergencies, any
regulations prescribing such restrictions relating to hunting,
fishing, or trapping shall be put into effect only after consultation
with the appropriate State agency having responsibility over
hunting, fishing, and trapping activities.

* * * *

* * *

Approved December 2, 1980.

NOTE: For further administrative provisions applicable to this
park, see the Appendix for the complete text of the law.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:
HOUSE REPORT No. 96-97, pt. | (Comm. on Interior and Insular Affairs) and
pt. I (Comm. on Merchant Marine and Fisheries).
SENATE REPORT No. 96-413 (Comm. on Energy and Natural Resources).
CONGRESIONAL RECORD:
Vol. 125 (1979): May 4, 10, 15, 16 considered and passed House.
Vol. 126 (1980): July 21-25, Aug. 4, 5, 18, 19, considered and passed
Senate, amended.
Nov. 12, House concurred in Senate amendment.
WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS:
Vol. 16, No. 49 (1980): December 2, Presidential statement.
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PUBLIC LAW 96-487—DEC. 2, 1980

Public Law 96-487
96th Congress
An Act

To provide for the designation and conservation of certain public lands in the
State of Alaska, including the designation of units of the National Park,
National Wildlife Refuge, National Forest, National Wild and Scenic Rivers,
and National Wilderness Preservation Systems, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. This Act may be cited as the “Alaska National
Interest Lands Conservation Act”.

* * * * * * *

TITLE II—-NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM
ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW AREAS

SEc. 201. The following areas are hereby established as units of
the National Park System and shall be administered by the
Secretary under the laws governing the administration of such
lands and under the provisions of this Act:

* * * * * * *

(10) Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve, containing
approximately one million seven hundred and thirteen thousand
acres of public lands, as generally depicted on map numbered
YUCH-90,008, and dated October 1978. The preserve shall be
managed for the following purposes, among others: To maintain
the environmental integrity of the entire Charley River basin,
including streams, lakes and other natural features, in its
undeveloped natural condition for public benefit and scientific
study; to protect habitat for, and populations of, fish and
wildlife, including but not limited to the peregrine falcons and
other raptorial birds, caribou, moose, Dall sheep, grizzly bears,
and wolves; and in a manner consistent with the foregoing, to
protect and interpret historical sites and events associated with
the gold rush on the Yukon River and the geological and
paleontological history and cultural prehistory of the area.
Except at such times when and locations where to do so would be
inconsistent with the purposes of the preserve, the Secretary
shall permit aircraft to continue to land at sites in the Upper
Charley River watershed.

*

* * * * * *

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

SEC. 203. Subject to valid existing rights, the Secretary shall
administer the lands, waters, and interests therein added to
existing areas or established by the foregoing sections of this title as
new areas of the National Park System, pursuant to the provisions
of the Act of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), as amended and
supplemented (16 U.S.C. 1 et seq.), and, as appropriate, under
section 1313 and the other applicable provisions of this Act:
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Provided, however, That hunting shall be permitted in areas
designated as national preserves under the provisions of this Act.
Subsistence uses by local residents shall be allowed in national
preserves and, where specifically permitted by this Act, in national
monuments and parks. Lands, waters, and interests therein
withdrawn or reserved for the former Katmai and Glacier Bay
National Monuments are hereby incorporated within and made a
part of Katmai National Park or Glacier Bay National Park, as
appropriate. Any funds available for the purposes of such
monuments are hereby made available for the purposes of Katmai
National Park and Preserve or Glacier Bay National Park and
Preserve, as appropriate. Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no fees shall be charged for entrance or admission to any unit
of the National Park System located in Alaska.

* * * * * * *

WITHDRAWAL FROM MINING

SEC. 206. Subject to valid existing rights, and except as
explicitly provided otherwise in this Act, the Federal lands within
units of the National Park System established or expanded by or
pursuant to this Act are hereby withdrawn from all forms of
appropriation or disposal under the public land laws, including
location, entry, and patent under the United States mining laws,
disposition under the mineral leasing laws, and from future
selections by the State of Alaska and Native Corporations.

* * * * * * *

TITLE XI—TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITY SYSTEMS IN
AND ACROSS, AND ACCESS INTO, CONSERVATION SYSTEM
UNITS

* * * * * * *

ADMINISTRATION OF NATIONAL PRESERVES

SEC. 1313. A National Preserve in Alaska shall be administered
and managed as a unit of the National Park System in the same
manner as a national park except as otherwise provided in this Act
and except that the taking of fish and wildlife for sport purposes
and subsistence uses, and trapping shall be allowed in a national
preserve under applicable State and Federal law and regulation.
Consistent with the provisions of section 816, within national
preserves the Secretary may designate zones where and periods
when no hunting, fishing, trapping, or entry may be permitted for
reasons of public safety, administration, floral and faunal
protection, or public use and enjoyment. Except in emergencies, any
regulations prescribing such restrictions relating to hunting,
fishing, or trapping shall be put into effect only after consultation
with the appropriate State agency having responsibility over
hunting, fishing, and trapping activities.

* * * * * * *
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Approved December 2, 1980.

NOTE: For further administrative provisions applicable to this
park, see the Appendix for the complete text of the law.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:
HOUSE REPORT No. 96-97, pt. | (Comm. on Interior and Insular Affairs) and
pt. I (Comm. on Merchant Marine and Fisheries).
SENATE REPORT No. 96-413 (Comm. on Energy and Natural Resources).
CONGRESIONAL RECORD:
Vol. 125 (1979): May 4, 10, 15, 16 considered and passed House.
Vol. 126 (1980): July 21-25, Aug. 4, 5, 18, 19, considered and passed
Senate, amended.
Nov. 12, House concurred in Senate amendment.
WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS:
Vol. 16, No. 49 (1980): December 2, Presidential statement.




